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ARCENTINA 


HEALTH OFFICIAL REFUTES INFANT DEATH RATE STATISTICS 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 28 Nov 81 p 7 


[Text] The undersecretary of social medicine, Santiago Valdez, maintained that 
infant mortality and endemic illnesses, especially Chagas disease, have not 
decreaed “as has been said," and he pleaded for a “reform, change, correction or 
reshaping of some clinics to give better health care." 


Valdez also revealed cuts in the budgets for health and education, and referring to 
the solution to Argentina's health problems, he maintained that "these important 
matters cannot be confronted without sufficient funds." 


Valdez, in statements published in the metropolitan evening newspaper LA RAZON, said 
that “our priorities are very clear and the subject of infant mortality comes 
first." 


In this regard Valdez asserted that "it has not decreased as was stated," and 
emphasized that in the suburban section of Berazategui this rate has reached 90 per 
1,000, while in La Matanza it is up to 70 per 1,000. 


"The second serious problem is the endemic illnesses, such as Chagas disease," 

and he estimated that in recent years ths number of persons ill with this disease 
increased from 2.5 million to 2.8 million. "There are 400,000 cardiac cases that 
have not been resolved in any way," Valdez said, adding, “it has all been a farce." 


Valdez aiso demanded that the problem of clinics be seriously faced, and particularly 
that of mental health facilities. 


At another point in the interview Valdez said that “what is not true is that the 
highest budgets are for education or health, and when they said that they were 
going to avoid a l7-percent cut, that was not true either." 
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ARGENTINA 


OFFICIAL STEPS UP CAMPAIGN TO ERADICATE RABIES 


Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 11 Now 81 p 37 





[Text] La Plata--"The problem of rabies has not been permanently overcome. This 
illness has not ceased to be a risk for the population, and therefore we cannot 

let down our guard." Thie statement was made in a press conference by the Minister 
of Public Health for the province, Dr Julio A.B. Nardelli, on discussing the can 
paign that the Buenos Aires government is developing, designed to decrease the rate 
of cases until rabies is eradicated. 


Nardelli pointed out that “this year there was a case of human rabies; a 6-year-old 
child was bitten in the face by a street dog. Last year no cases were recorded; 
there were two in 1979; nine in 1978; five in 1977, and three cases in 1976." 


Nardelli explained that "if we take into account the cases of rabid animals that 
were recorded in November 1976, when the campaign or control plan started, comparing 
them with last October, the percentage of decrease is 99.02 percent." Nardelli 
emphasized that this circumstance signifies a favorable opportunity for achieving 
within a little more time the final control and even the eradication of rabies, in 
proportion as all the areas and sectors involved are able to assure the continuity 
of the control plan that is presently in operation. 


Intensive Programs 


Doctor Nardelli recalled that Argentina in 1976 held first place among American 
countries affected by this zoonosis. That same year, he said, the intensive yearly 
programs were started in health education and canine vaccination, which from that 
beginning were taking precautions for a period of at least 10 years. Nardelli also 
pointed out that “if we take into account the cases of recorded rabid animals and 
if we compare November 1976, when the control program was started--613 rabid 
animals--with last October--only six cases in the whole province--the percentage 

of decrease is 99.02 percent.” 
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ARGENTINA 


LA RIOJA PROVINCE REFORTS HIGH INCIDENCE OF CHAGAS DISEASE 
Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 11 Nov 81 p 37 


[Text] La Rioja--Six out cf every 100 persons in a total of 72,435 inhabitants in 
three districts of La Rioja are infected with Chagas disease, according to the 
secretary of public health, on reporting the results of a survey--by statistical 
sampling--that will be carried out in the entire province in order to learn the 
degree of occurrence of this endemic disease. 


This rate corresponds to health zone 1--which previously had a prevalence of 26.7 
percent--and which includes the districts of Capital, Independencia and Sanagasta, 
inhabited by 72,435 persons. 


Dr Oscar Graniullo Valdez, explaining the difference between an infected and an ill 
person, said that an infected individual can live without contracting Chagas 
disease because there exists a balance between ais organic defenses and the virus. 
Graniullo Valdez went on to detail the numbers obtained, which were achieved by 
extractions of blood in 10 percent of the population, as a statistically valid 
figure for the sampling, which was submitted to a Machado-Guerrero analysis. 


A Worry 


In the Capital district, out of 66,821 inhabitants, 1,114 blood samples were 
analyzed, with 437 serums resulting positive, which represents 6.14 percent of the 
infected persons. 


The Independencia district, which has 1,867 inhabitants, has 11.7 percent of its 
population infected, based on 213 blood samples. Lastly, the district of Sanagasta, 
with 1,295 inhabitants, has a 6.8 percent rate of infection, based on 165 blood 
samples. 


Graniullo Valdez did not discount the presence of small outcrop Of infection in other 
areas of the province, and he emphasized education for fighting Chagas disease. 
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ARGENTINA 


OFFICIAL REPORT ON MEASLES OUTBREAK RELEASED 
Buenos Ai1es LA NACION in Spanish 12 Nov 81 p 16 


[Text] La Plata--An epidemiological report provided by the provincial minister of 
health points out that between October and what took place in November, 279 cases of 
measles have been reported in the Bahia Blanca area, all involving children of 
preschool and school age, of whom 32 are interned in health clinics here. 


The report emphasizes that measures have been adopted directed toward intensifying 
the respective controls, and it states that “geographically the outbreak did not go 
beyond the limits of the city of Bahia Blanca and its outskirts, with a small area 
having been noticed with the highest concentration of cases, which is an adjacent 
district called Villa Nocito at the far northwest of the city. 


"The number of children interned in hospital facilities, from the first of last 
October up to the present date has reached 32. Among the hospitalized children one 
2-year-old girl who was not vaccinated died due toa plurifocal bronchopneumonia." 


After repeating that the antimeasles vaccination campaign is in full force, the 
report emphasizes that “in other locations in the province a normal number of 
measles case for this time of the year has been reported, which do not appear 
worrisome. Thus, in October seven cases were recorded in La Plata, one of which 
affected an adolescent of 14 who had complications and had to be interned in the 
Children's Hospital hzre, where he is recovering. 


tne Outbreak Is Decreasing 


Bahia Blanca--The number of persons ill with measles in this city continues in 
evident decline, according to a report provided by the coordinator of the health 
zone, Dr Edgard Marcilesi. 


A press release also indicated that no reports have been received of serious cases 
ot of duly verified deaths due to measles, and that several patients who were 
hospitalized have been released. 


In the meantime the vaccination operation continued yesterday house by house in 
Villa Nocito, with the health authorities adding that there are in stock sufficient 
doses of the antimeasles vaccine to take care of all demands. 
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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA DEATHS REPORTED--Boora, Dec. 5--With one hundred cases of cholera-deaths 
unofficially recorded it is fearei that cholera may break out in an epidemic form 
unless extensive preventive measures are undertaken immediately in this northern 
Gistrict. The Civil Surgeon of Bogra told The Bangladesh Times today that he could 
confirm only 21 cholera deaths at the local Mohammad Ali Hospital. He said that 
official reports about the situation in the rural areas were still awaited. He 
said that preventive medicines and salines were not available at the thana health 
complexes, in view of which preventive measures could not be locally arranged. 
(Text) [Dacca THE BANGI DESH TIMES in English 6 Dec 81 p 1) 


CHOLERA CLAIMS J0% LIVES--Dacca, Dec. 6, (REUTER)--At least 190 people died in an 
outbreak of cholera in the past three weeks in Bangladesh's Northern Bogra dis- 
trict, about 90 miles (144 km) from here, major newspapers reported today. The 
papers said the situation could deteriorate if preventive measures were not taken 
immediatel~ to halt the spread of the disease. [Colombo SUN in English 7 Dec 81 


p 5) 
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BOLIVIA 





TB CONTROL PROGRAM CHIEF REPORTS ON RESULTS 
La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 1 Nov 81 p 6 


{Text} One percent of the population of Bolivia suffers from tuberculosis, 
according to epidemiological surveys carried out in various parts of the country, 
it has been officially announced. 


Tuberculosis, cauced by the Koch bacillus. currentiy ranks fifth among the leading 
causes of death, accounting for 3 to 4 percent of all deaths. 


Dr. Fernando Pinell, who heads the National Tuberculosis Control Program, explained 
to PRESENCIA that the mortality rate has reached the level of 67 out of every 
100,000 inhabitants. In the high plateau region, the mortality is 1.67 percent, 
that in the valleys 0.83 percent, and that in the eastern region 0.64 percent. 


In 10 years, from 1970 to 1979, the 11 health units in the country reported 91,359 
cases of tuberculosis in all its forms. The average morbidity rate for tubercu- 
losis during that same period was 325 cases for every 100,000 inhabitants, the 
highest rate being reported in 1976, with 395 cases, and the lowest in 1979, with 
248 cases, the report said. 


Dr Pinell added that pulmonary tuberculosis accounts for 90 percent of the cases. 
He also explained that according to the figures in question, a "sustained decline 
both in mortality and morbidity" has been reported in recent years. This reduction, 
according to the report, has been due to the activities of the National Tuberculosis 
Control Program, implementation of which began in 1971. 


Program Activities 


The Tuberculosis Control Program includes basically preventive, diagnostic, treat- 
ment and support activities, according to the report. 


Newborn children and nursing infants, as well as preschool children and school 
pupils up to the age wf 15 are given BCG vaccine. Currently, approximately 70 per- 
cent of this population sector has been vaccinated. 


Diagnosis involved determining whether or not the Koch bacillus is to be found in 
the sputum of each patient on the basis of laboratory analysis. Every individual 
with this bacillus in his sputum is suffering from tuberculosis, the report said. 











Treatment of the disease includes the administration of specific drugs which 
“combine three medications, for priority use for infectious and ambulatory pa- 
tients.” Currently, only the most serious cases require hospitalization. 


Support activities include planning, supervision, evaluation, personnel training 
and health education. 


The program has structures on the central, regional and local levels, all of which 
have personnel with special training in phthisiological medicine. On the local 
level, all health establishments “whatever their level of complexity," ranging from 
hospitals and health centers in the urban sector to the hospital-health centers, 
medical and health stations in the rural area, participate in the program. 


The program involved 45 health establishments throughout the country in 1974. 


By 1980, there were 191. The number of control centers in the urban area increased 
from 17 to 23, while the increase in the rural sector was from 28 to 168. This is 
proof that the activity in the peasant sectors has increased. 


in 1974, the program covered 733,173 persons, while by 1980, the protected popula- 
tion had increased to 1,248,934 persons. 


Currently, the National Tuberculosis Health Control Program is working toward 
improvement in the systems for the supervision and control of the disease. For 
example, an effort is being made to decrease the death rate and incidence of 
tuberculosis in the medium time range, and te control the disease in the longer 
term. 
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BOLIVIA 


INFANT DEATH RATE AMONG HIGHEST 
‘Cochambamba LOS TIEMPOS in Spanish 1 Nov 81 p 5 


[Text] La Paz, 31 Oct--ANF--The president of the medical college has reported 
that Bolivia, along with Haiti, has one of the highest infant mortality rates on 
the continent, reaching a level above 160 infant deaths per 1,000 babies born. 


Dr Jorge Dorado de la Parra said that many diseases which have been brought under 
control or totally eradicated in other countries are continuing to kill our children 
in Bolivia. 


He mentioned, among other diseases, measles, whooping cough, poliomyelitis and 
tuberculosis, which continue to wreak havoc with the infant population. He said 
that “with malnutrition as a background, these diseases present a truly desolate 
picture." 


He also said that the children of the peasants find themselves abandoned to their 
fate and lack health protection. 


In conclusion, he urged the authorities and the people to unite their efforts to 
correct the dramatic health situation in our country. 


The periodical ECO published by the Episcopal Education Commission comments in this 
regard that "in the primary and secondary schools of the so-called neglected and 
rural regions there is absenteeism caused by the spread of diseases which, as Dr. 
Dorado has said, have been totally brought under centrol in neighboring countries. 
But they continue to create chaos in ours, due to the lag in the health sector. 


"Many people comment daily on the fact that their children suffer from constant 
debilitation, difficulties and symptoms due to malnutrition.” 
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BRAZIL 


DECLINE IN INFANT MORTALITY RECORDED IN SAO PAULO 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 25 Nov 81 p 14 


[Text] The state infant-mortality rate fell from 52 deaths per 1,000 children less 
than 1 year old in 1980 to 39.47 this year, Health Secretary Adib Jatene revealed 
yesterday to the Epidemiological Surveillance Seminar which was held in the secre- 
tariat's auditorium in Sao Paulo. According to Jatene, this index has been falling 
since 1975, when it was 85 infants per 1,000. “We did not have an infant-mortality 
rate under 50 until October 1979, when it was 47." 


In his opinion, the decline is due to an improvement in sanitary conditions (95 per- 
cent of the city of Sao Paulo's population now has running water), a better-informed 
public and expansion of public health service. “The secretariat's food-supplement 
program now supplies 300,000 children, distributing 650 tons of powdered milk per 
month--4 cans for each child," he asserted. 


He admitted, however, that it is practically impossible to meet the needs of a city 
which in the 1970's alone had a population increase of 4.6 million. Greater Sao 
Paulo alone has about 60 state health centers, but half of them are still under 
construction. The city built 18 health stations and will soon complete 12 more, 
according to Jatene, who is waiting for an appropriation of 1.5 billion cruzeiros 
to build another 120 units. 


Causes 


In Brazil, the major causes of infant deaths identified in 1979 were infectious 

and parasitic diseases, mainly diarrhea and bronchial pneumonia. Moreover, injuries 
at birth also had significant weight in that year's mortality rate, estimated at 

61 per 1,000 infants. According to Jatene, regions near the capital, Sorocaba and 
Vale do Ribeira, continue to have a mortality rate higher than in other regions of 
the state, due mainly to precarious conditions of housing, sanitation and nutrition. 
"In many areas of Sao Paulo the people still prefer well water without knowing that 
90 percent of them are contaminated." 


According to his information, children run a greater risk during the hottest months 
of the year. And it is in this part of the year that care must be redoubled in pre- 
paring food, using chlorinated or boiled water to avoid dehydration. ‘In case of 
diarrhea, the mother should immediately stop feeding the child and take it to the 
health center,"' the secretary advised. 
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BRAZIL 


MALNUTRITION DATA REVEAL NO CHANGE IN LAST 20 YEARS 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 25 Nov 81 p 14 


[Text] Brasilia--Professors Alberto Carvalho da Silva and Magid Iunes of the Sao 
Paulo Medical School asserted yesterday, in analyzing research and training condi- 
tions in human nutrition in Brazil, that the malnutrition situation has not changed 
in the last 20 years, so that the nation continues to have high rates of malnutri- 
tion and food deficiency. According to the Sao Paulo professors, only 37 percent 
of the Brazilian population have an energy-consumption level equal to or greater 
than that recommended by the FAO, 53 percent of the municipalities are in nutri- 
tional danger and 27 percent in “intermediate or high danger": between 15 and 30 
percent of households with an energy consumption less than 90 percent of require- 
ments. 


Speaking at the conference on priorities for research applied to planning in nutri- 
tion and foodstuffs held by the CNPq [National Scientific and Technological Develop- 
ment Council], Alberto da Silva and Magid Lunes said the major endemic diseases in 
Brazil caused by food deficiencies are energy-protein malnutrition, anemia, vitamin 
deficiency and endemic goiter. The first three, the professors explained, were 
found nationwide and are associated with poverty in the urban areas as well as 
rural, while goiter results from insufficient iodine in one's food. 


Foods 


Data about food consumption obtained by the Getulio Var:as Foundation between 1961 
and 1963 indicated that about half the rural population had deficient energy, a 
situation that has been more serious in the Northeast, in the urban zone as well as 
the rural. Results of more recent studies indicate that a good part of the popula- 
tion probably has deficient consumption and, on the basis of these surveys, the 
World Bank concluded that only 37 percent of the population is reasonably well-fed. 
The National Food and Nutrition Institute (INAN), moreover, classified as “in danger 
of malnutrition" households with income less than two times the minimum wage, or 
62.4 percent of households in 1970. 


Although stressing that few studies have been made in Brazil about the effects of 
malnutrition on social and biological development of the individual, the professors 
indicated low income as the most important cause of malnutrition, especially in 
urban and metropolitan regions. Another factor associated with infant malnutrition 
is infectious diarrhea, which increases energy and protein needs at the same time 
it is reducing food consumption during the periods of diarrhea and fever. 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


FOCUS ON ENDEMIC DISEASES--Brasilia--Health Minister Waldyr Arcoverde announced yes- 
terday that beginning next year the ministry will devote more attention and money to 
combating trachoma, leishmaniasis and filariasis, endemic diseases of a focal nature 
"to which due attention has not been given but which reach great proportions in some 
areas of the Northeast." According to the health minister, the decision was made at 
a meeting with specialists of the Superintendency for Public Health Campaigns (SUCAM) 
held to evaluate the superintendency's performance in 1981 and develop guidelines for 
1982. At the meeting it was decided to establish a department of epidemiological 

surveillance that would be responsible for the entire range of SUCAM programs. It 

was also decided to request funds from the Social Development Aid Fund (FAS) next 

year for programs to strengthen combat against Chagas’ disease and the mosquito that 
transmits yellow fever. Waldyr Arcoverde said that 11 billion cruzeiros of the off- 
budget funds to be requested from the Planning Ministry will be used by SUCAM in pri- 


ority programs for 1982. [Text] [Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 24 Nov 81 
p 6] 8834 


NO YELLOW FEVER THREAT--Health Minister Waldyr Arcoverde said yesterday during a 
talk at the Marcilio Dias Naval Hospital that, according to the World Health Organi- 
zation, “Brazil is not in danger of having an urban yellow fever epidemic, as the 
index considered critical is higher than 4 percent and the nation's recorded rate is 
only 0.4 percent." According to the health minister, there are at present in Brazil 
20 foci of the “Aedes aegypti" mosquito (carrier of the disease), located mainly in 
Rio de Janeiro, Bahia, Rio Grande do Norte and Foz do Iguacu. “Although it is not 
very widespread," he added, “the focus in Rio de Janeiro is significant, due to the 
difficulties of combating it, as the bulk of the mosquitoes that carry the disease 
are located in squatter settlements." [Text] [Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 
20 Nov 81 p 7] 8834 
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KOLAR ‘WORST HIT’ BY ENCEPHALITIS EPIDEMIC 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 19 Nov 81 p 22 


[Text] Bangalore, November 18--With gaps in knowledge persisting both in regard 
to the origin and treatment of encephalitis (brain fever), the disease rages un- 
abated in parts of Karnataka. A total of 64 deaths and 230 attacks have been re- 
ported this year. Kolar district, bordering Andhra Pradesh, is the worst hit. 


The victims of brain fever are mostly children below the age of ten. High fever, 
accompanied by convulsions, is one symptom of the disease, If the patient is 
cured, physical infirmity or mental retardation is the after-effect in martiy cases. 


A team of medical specialists including paediatricians and neurologists, which has 
just visited Kolar, say that there is as yet no perfect preventive measure possible 
against the disease. A vaccine imported from Japan a couple of years ago has 

proved to be ineffective because it was against a virus supposed to be carried by 
birds, while the carrier in Karnataka is believed to be the pig. An Indian vaccine 
is being developed at Kasauli in Himachal Pradesh, but this is expected to be ready 
only after two years. 


At one time, it was thought that the virus causing brain fever was imported to 
Karnataka from Andhra Pradesh and hence, Kolar, on the border, was the worst af- 
fected. This belief cannot be substantiated altogether as the disease has broken 
out in interior Karnataka as well. Two years back, 13 districts were affected, 
although the first case was reported from Kolar. Last year, there were not many 
cases. This year, brain fever appeared in Mandya district in April and continued 
till June, with 54 attacks and 18 deaths, giviny a fatality rate 24.1 per cent. 


Sporadic cases occurred in Kolar from the beginning of the year, but the number of 
victims increased after heavy rainfall in October. From January till now, Kolar 
has reported 180 cases and 45 deaths. Nine of the 1l talukas of Kolar district, 
125 villages and five towns have suffered a brain fever epidemic. 


Peripheral Centres 


According to Mr. A. Samad, Karnataka‘'s health minister, all brain fever cases have 
been treated in periphera)] institutions during their acute phase and then referred 
to major hospitals situated at taluka and district headquarters. There are separ- 
ate wards in taluka hospitals to admit brain fever cases and additional staff has 
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been provided to meet the situation. Physiotherappy has been arranged and poedi- 
atricians have been provided. 


There are “sufficient drugs” for immediate treatment and a buffer stock has been 
maintained. 


There is a proposal to segregate pigs, carriers of the virus, and also use “fog- 
ging machines” increasingly to ward of mosquitoes which act as agents. A district 
level committee has been formed in Kolar to review preventive measures taken 
against the spreading of brain fever. 


The medical team, which has visited Kolar, has suggested that there must be active 
detection of cases of brain fever in all villages of the district. Every govern- 
ment offcial, irrespective of the department to which he belongs, shovld be in- 
volved in the detection programme. Fvery suspected case should be hospitalised. 


A standard regimen for treatment, which is symptomatic, has been explained to the 
health staff. It has been suggested that seriously ill persons should be brought 
from Kolar to the Victoria, Bowring and Vanivals Hospitals and the National Insti- 
tute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences in Bangalore. 


While physiotherapy may help paralysed patients, malnutrition, caused by the dis- 
ease, particularly in children, is sought to be met by the supply of energy food 
by the Agro-Industries Corporation. This food is pre-cooked and processed and 
contains powdered Bengal-gram, dal, wheat, edible de-fatted groundnut cake, sugar, 
vitamins and minerals. It is mixed with milk and administered through a tube dur- 
ing nasal feeding. 


i: is noted that the disease spreads to human beings through mosquitoes which feed 
on the pigs, the reservoir of infection, and not from man to man. Compared to the 
epidemic in 1979, the current epidemic is described to be of a “lesser magnitude.” 


CSO: 5400/7026 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


ENCEPHALITIS IN ARIYALUR-~Ariyalur, Nov. 17--The brain fever incidence in the Ari- 
yalur--Perambalur belt is spreading with the parents of the afflicted children 
flowing in a stream to the Ariyalur Government hospital and also rushing the chil- 
Gren to the Thanjavur hospital as well. Special sheds have been put up at the Ari- 
yalur hospital where more teams of specialists have been pressed into service. 

Pive more children succumbed to the fever yesterday taking the toll to 16 so far. 
Twelve children were admitted yesterday to Ariyalur hospital. [Madras THE HINDU 
in English 18 Nov 81 p 1) 


EPIDEMICS IN CAMPS--Agartala, Nov. 22--Over 250 tribal evacuees, mostly ch’ldren, 
from the Chittagong Hill tracts of Banglacesh have so far died in the five relief 
camps in South Tripura according to district officials. An epidemic of measles 
and gastroenteritis is taking a heavy toll of the camp children, they said. 
(Madras THE HINDU in English 23 Nov 81 p 9] 


ENCEPHALITIS IN ANDHRA PRADESH--Ryderabad, Nov 25 (UNI)--Encephalitis has so far 
claimed 290 lives in Andhra Pradesh, with Anantapur district alone accounting for 
a toll of 68, a spokesman of the medical department told reporters here yesterday. 
The total number of persons hit by it in the State since the disease took an epi- 
Gemic were 800. Guntur (67), Kurnool (50) and Chittoor (43) were the other worst 
affected districts in the State. The spokesman said that the deputy director of 
National Institute of Virology had collected blood samples from Annatapur. Ex- 
perts from Delhi had visited the State to render expert opinion on the disease 
which had spread to 11 districts where the victims were mainly children below the 
age of 12. [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Nov 81 p 4] 


CSO: 5400/7029 


16 




















INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


GASTROENTERITIS REPORTED IN SUMATRA--In the Indragiri Hilir (Inhil) Regency, a 
high incidence of gastroenteritis was reported from August to October. Seventeen 
people died while 317 others were treated. The gastroenteritis victims were spread 
out over several districts. The distance between them was far and contact from 
one region to another was extremely difficult. The only possible travel is via 
motor boat. In the Pulau Kijang village alone there were 109 reported cases since 
August. Twenty-five percent of the patients had been treated. One person died 
before help could be given. The disease is not only caused by the drinking 

water. One of the primary causes is that the parents give their children pocket 
money. Throughout the morning the children eat food from the vendors, and the 
cleanliness of the food is not always guaranteed. [Text] [Jakarta KOMPAS in 
Indonesian 31 Oct 81 p 8] 9556 


CSO: 5400/8409 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


TUBERCULOSIS, LEPROSY PATIENTS TO SIGN TREATMENT CONTRACTS 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 8 Dec 81 p 2 


[text] The Maputo health services in charge of treating tuberculosis and leprosy 
cases will now sign contracts with the patients in order to have them comply with 
the required treatment and have them appear regularly for their visits, instead of 
abandoning their treatment without having received authorization for doing so. 


In spite of the various efforts made in the struggle against tuberculosis and leprosy, 
the number of cases has increased steadily in recent years. This is due to the fact 
that many patients abandon their course of treatment and that they believe these 

are incurable diseases, since prolonged treatment sometimes does not produce any 
positive results. 


Many patients have abandoned their course of treatment and resorted openly to witch 
doctors, where they are told that they have contracted the disvase because they have 
not performed the traditional ceremonies in memory of a departed relative, who is 
now punishing them with the disease. 


In order to counteract these obscurantist practices, the Maputo provincial health 
department will now institute contracts with the patients which involve compulsory 
treatment. 


Teams will be dispatched around the various districts in the capital in order to 
inform the population on the causes and symptoms of tuberculosis. Audio-visual ses- 
sions are also scheduled as simple and effective ways to sensitize the people on the 
need to combst tuberculosis and leprosy. 


These activities are included inthe implementation of the recommendations issued by 


the recent seminar held in Maputo, which defined the new program for the struggle 
against these two diseases. 


CSO: 5400/5713 
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MOZAMBIQUE 





SALMONELLA FOOD POISONING AFFECTS HOTEL GUESTS 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 18 Nov 81 p 2 
[Article by Leandro Paul] 


[Text] Recently an outbreak of food poisoning cansed by salmonella bacteria 

was detected at the Polana Hotel. It is assumed that this infection had been 
transmitted by healthy workers who are carriers, or by food prepared in that 
establishment. Today the situation is under control. However, there are strong 
possibilities that an outbreak may occur in other hotels and similar establish- 
ments where there is increasing lack of hygiene and cleanliness. 


Around midnight Sunday, 27 September, guests and visitors at the Polana Hotel 
who had eaten lunch in the dining room, felt sudden abdominal pairs and had 
diarrhea, nausea, vomiting and elevated temperature. 


Although it is not possible to give the exact number of persons affected, 
according to Dr Oscar Monteiro, the director of the Center for Prophylaxis and 
Medical Examinations of the Maputo Health Department, beginning at dawn until the 
afternoon of the following Monday, more than 30 patients went to the first aid 
section of the Central Hospital with similar symptoms of infection. 


On the same day the center was informed of the appearance of a large number of 
possible cases of gastroenteritis. This inference was made on the basis of symp- 
toms confirmed 12 hours after eating. 


Attempts were made immediately to collect the rest of the food of the buffet 
served at lunch on Sunday. However, said Dr Oscar Monteiro, very little food was 
found. 


fhe Prophylaxis Center continues with the investigations on the origin and exten- 
sion of the outbreak. 


Deputies Also Infected 


The following Tuesday the 29th, a snack prepared at the Polana Hotel was served 
to deputies meeting for the Fifth Session of the City Assembly. Hours later the 
deputies also started feeling nausea, vomiting and abdominal pains among other 

symptoms characteristic of food poisoning. 
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Epidemiological investigation showed that the outbreak was caused by some food 
infected by salmonella. This is a bacterium whose most common clinical manifesta- 
tions are those of acute gastroenteritis. 


Polana Hotel Inspected With a Fine-Tooth Comb 


On Monday evening the entire hotel was inspected with a fine-tooth comb. The 
kitchen was totally disinfected--all the equipment and utensils, including dishes 
and cutlery. 


From that day on the authorities of the Prophylaxis Center forbade the Polana 
Hotel to prepare cold refreshments. 


Clinical analysis was made of all the workers in contact with the kitchen. This 
inspection led to the conclusion that 23 percent of the workers were healthy 
carriers of salmonella. Seventy-three workers were withdrawn from the service for 
treatment. Among them were cooks, waiters and kitchen helpers. 


The measures of hygiene and disinfection of workers and utensils started immed- 
iately. Dr Oscar Monteiro said that daily inspections of the kitchen have started. 
He also revealed that at the present time all workers wash their hands in an 
antiseptic solution before beginning work. 


In the meantime, five workers of the Polana Hotel still have not returned to work 
because they failed to have the required conditions of health. 


Situation Under Control 


According to Dr Oscar Monteiro, hygiexe and cleanliness of the installations are 
satisfactory today, The kitchens are clean. Some measures have been taken; for 
example, the meat is now cut in special places, while formerly this was done in 
the kitchen. On the other hand, the workers are treated according to rules. The 
management of the Polana Hotel is taking extreme hygiene measures. 


According to the director of the Center of Prophylaxis and Medical Examinations, 
this outbreak could recur more strongly in other hotels which have deficient 
hygienic conditions and are not very strict in cleanliness. 


For another outbreak to occur it is enough to have certain conditions which today 
are typical of the majority of hotels and similar establishments of the capital. 
These conditions are: poor hygiene among workers and in the establishments, the 
presence of healthy carriers of salmonella and infected and poorly handled food. 


11635 
CSO: 5400/5681 


20 














MOZAMBIQUE 


GASTROINTESTINAL DISEASES FROM BUILDING'S POLLUTED WATER 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 17 Nov 81 p 2 
[Article by Rogerio Sitoe] 


[Text] For about 2 weeks and with greater intensity this past week, gastro- 
intestinal diseases involving diarrhea, vomiting, headaches and constipation 
have been affecting dozens of families residing in building 1005, located on 
Avenida Anchieta. It is presumed that this situation is due to polluted water 
consumed in that building. 


In a meeting held yesterday morning with the residents, we learned that the 
causes of the contamination are not yet definitely known. It is presumed that 
there has been a break in the wall which separates the septic tank from the 
tank which provides water for consumption by the residents, the walls being 
common to both units. 


Both the septic tank, which is completely full (perhaps the principal cause), 
and the pure-water tank from which water is pumped to the tanks on the terrace 
are underground and separated only by a wall. 


Discounting the hypothesis that the water arrives in this condition from 
Mozambique Electric Company since the neighboring buildings use the same pipes, 
the characteristics of the water of this building, as described by the residents, 
indicate that the problem is one of internal contamination. 


First Symptoms 

Luis Figueiredo, a resident of that building who alerted us about this situa- 
tion, told us the condition arose about a month ago when the water began to 

give off unusual odors with strong and nauseating characteristics. 

"At the time," Luis added, “we thought it was a minor irregularity in the treat- 
ment of the water and did not consider it very important." However, again 
according to Figueiredo, a week later the water began to become green and yellow. 


"About 15 days ago, the situation became alarming." 


Together with the water a viscous and foul-smelling liquid began to appear at 
the taps. There were times when a thick, dark mass remained in the pot after 
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the water was boiled. To avoid having visiting friends drink this “dangerous 
water," we put signs on the water faucets warning people about the existing danger. 


Our news staff also learned that no one has yet had to go to the hospital. How- 
ever, the situation is serious for almost all the families residing in that 
building. Pregnant women, children, “everyone” is affected with diarrhea. 


Entire Family Affected 


For example, in the residence of Mrs Sara Piuza none of the four children escaped; 
nor did she herself (she is pregnant) nor the servant. "I have never seen any- 
thing like this in my life," Sara Piuza said. "Here, as in our neighbors’ apart- 
ments, there is no letup; people are constantly running to the bathroom." 


As an immediate solution, all residents are using water obtained from their 
neighbors or other places. Meanwhile, the case was brought to the attention 
of the Ministry of Health authorities on Saturday, and it is expected that 
specialists will be sent at any moment to study the situation. 


The building's keepers told us that on Thursday the APIE [Administration of 
State Lands and Property] was also notified and asked to inspect the septic 
system and that organization is expected to appear shortly. 


For the moment, the keepers are cleaning another fresh-water facility previously 
not being used but also located near the “source of confusion." And this has 
already begun to keep the building supplied with water. However, the odor is 
continuing and, with it, the danger of many other diseases for the dozens of 
building residents. 


8568 
CSO: 5400/5685 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


TUBERCULOSIS, LEPROSY SERVICES--Treatment centers tor tuberculosis and leprosy 
will be set up in all health centers of Maputo and the districts of the province 
of Maputo. This measure is aimed et eliminating the long distances that patients 
must now travel to be treated. Our country's present health services network in 
no way covers our needs. There are some localities that are many kilometers away 
from a health center, and as a result, many patients find it difficult to appear 
every day for their treatment. They therefore miss them or even give them up 
altogether. The centers to be set up will have the services of a nurse, and in 
the district centers, the fight against tuberculosis and leprosy will be under 
the supervision of clinical directors. Moreover, health agents will be trained 
to work among the people in order to control cases of tuberculosis and leprosy. 
[Excerpts] [Maputo NCTICIAS in Portuguese 9 Dec 81 p 2] 


CSO: 5400/5716 
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YELLOW FEVER INCIDENCE, PREVENTIVE MEASURES 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 23 Nov 81 p 4 


[Text] Following the detection of two cases of yellow fever, a vaccination campaign 
is being organized. The schedule is as foilows: 


l -—— Students will be vaccinated at their respective schools. 


2 -— A vaccination team will be at public (administrative) offices today according 
to the following schedule: departments in the Administrative Building, 0830 hours; 
Peytavin Center, 0930 hours; Ministry of Interior, 1030 hours; Palace of Justice, 

1130 hours; Foreign Affairs-Government, 1500 hours; Municipality, Municipal Receiv- 
ing Office, 1600 hours; and the Office of Secretary of State for Youth, 1700 hours. 


The rest are scheduled for Tuesday, 24 November, and Wednesday, 25 November, accord- 
ing to a schedule to be established later. 


3 -— The Port Medical Department will handle the Autonomous Port of Dakar and the 
industrial free zone. 


4 -- The Airport Medical Department will handle the airport and Yoff and Ngor 
restaurants and hotels. 


5 -— Permanent stations are set up: at the Department of Hygiene (adults); at the 
Medina PMI [Small and Medium-Size Industries] (children and mothers); the Bourguiba 
Clinic (mixed); and the Choucair Grand-Yoff Clinic (mixed). 


6 -- The Grand-Yoff mobile team will cover Yoff, Ngor and Quakan. 

7 -— The head doctor of the Cape Verde region and the head doctor of the Cape 

Verde Endemic Disease Center will contact workers and employers representatives in 
order to organize vaccinating centers close to places of work starting today. 

8 -— Vaccinating centers are operating in Pikine and Rufisque. 

The minister of health reminds people that the immnity from the vaccination lasts 
10 years. Consequently, frequent travelers, children already vaccinated during pre- 
vious campaigns and persons who have made the riigzsimage to the holy places over 


the past 10 years need no additional vaccination. 


Rushing to the centers is not necessary because there is no harm in delaying. 


11,464 
CSO: 5400/5698 24 








BRIEFS 


CHOLERA FIGHT SUCCESS--The campaign launched by the Bophuthatswana health author- 
ities against cholera in the Moretele district is succeeding, Dr Gerald Malan, med- 
ical superintendent of the Jubilee Hospital] said yesterday. He said there were 14 
suspected cases of cholera in the hospital. “People have stopped drinking un- 
treated water from the rivers and wells and our health team is working hard edu- 
cating people and chlorinating water,” Dr Malan said. [Text] [Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English 11 Dec 81 p 10) 


CSO: 5400/5712 
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SRI LANKA 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA IN COLOMBO--Six positive cases of cholera were yesterday reported in- 
cluding five from Colombo. According to the Health Ministry four of these 
cases were from the Kolannawa M.O.H. area. Of the other two, one was reported 
from within the Colombo Municipal limits and the other from Negombo. A further 
12 cases have been identified in Jaffna, with nine of these being from city 
dwellers. [Text] [Colombo SUN in English 2 Dec 81 p 1] 


CSO: 5400/4912 
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SWAZILAND 


BRIEFS 


MANDATORY CHOLERA INNOCULATIONS--The recently imposed cholera injection require- 
ment cannot be lifted and will definitely remain in force throughout 1982 and very 
probably in future years, as well. This was stated yesterday by the Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of Industry and Tourism, Mr. Percy Mngomezulu, when he 
addressed members of the Hotel and Tourism Association at their first monthly 
luncheon at the Yen Saan Hotel. He said as a result of this health requirements, 
tourism in 1981 had unfortunately been adversely affected. Mr. Mngomezulu also 
told the gathering that his Ministry was aware of the visa problems encountered by 
Portuguese, French, Argentinian, Australian and German passport holders. He as- 
sured them that streamlining of procedures in this area was being looked into. 

"On a more positive note, we have, however, been heartened by the increase in 
tourism tc Swaziland since His Majesty, King Sobhuza's Diamond Jubilee and hope 
that it will continue in 1982." Speaking earlier the chairman of the association, 
Mr. Gerald Sadleir, announced that the luncheon was the first in a series of 
monthly events. [Text] [Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 11 Dec 81 p 1] 


CSO: 5400/5717 


27 











BRIEFS 


CHOLERA, RABIES DEATHS--Dar es Salaam, 1 Dec--Cholera has so far killed 39 people 
and put 285 others in hospital in Central Tanzania’s districts of Dodoma and 
Mpwapwa since the disease broke out there three weeks ago. Meanwhile, all stray 
dogs are to be killed in a drive against rabies, which has already killed 11 people 
in Northern Tanzania. (AFP) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English 1 Dec 81 p 20] 


OUTBREAK OF CHOLERA--Seven people have died and nine are receiving treatment at 

(Wembere) dispensary as a result of a fresh outbreak of cholera at (Wembere) Vil- 
lage, (Thelui) Division in Iramba District. The acting senior medical officer of 
Singida Region, Dr (Moshi), said the whole of (Thelui) Division has been placed 

under quarantine, and owners of passenger vehicles and small cars have been called 
upon not to stop in the division. A group of doctors in the division are working 
hand-in-hand with party and government officials in a campaign to educate the peo- 


ple on cholera prevention. [Text] [EA160318 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in 
Swahili 1700 GMT 15 Dec 81] 


CSO: 5400/5715 
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THAILAND 


BRIEFS 


MALARIA DROP--Bangkok, 28 Oct (AFP)--Malaria, once number one killer in Thailand, 
has dropped from the top slot behind heart diseases and cancer, health officials 
said today. The disease rife in the tropics claimed 3,755 lives here last year, a 
tenth of the estimated 40,000 who died from it 30 years ago. After accidents, 
which took 16,672 lives in 1980, top killers are hearr diseases--14,607 and cancer 
—-10,961, the officials said. [Text] [Hong Kong AFP in English 0346 GMT 28 Oct 81 
BK] 


CSO: 5400/4530 
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SOLID WASTE COMPANY OPENS DRIVE TO IMPROVE SANITATION 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 24 Nov 81 pp 1, 3 


[Text } 
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RISE IN NUMBER OF MALARIA CASES REPORTED 
Adana YENI ADANA in Turkish 7 Oct 81 ppl, 6 


[Text] Im Adana, known as a malaria-prone area, a large increase over last year 
has reportedly occurred in the number of malaria cases. Residents in malaria- 
infested areas which could not be entered prior to 12 September because of the 
anarchy are being checked one by one. 


Vigorous antimalaria measures have been taken this year in Adana, according to 
information obtained from the authorities. Malaria-infested areas which could not 
be entered because of the anarchy prior to 12 September have been placed under 
tight control. These efforts have resulted in the identification of all malaria 
cases and preventive medicines have been distributed. 


Stating that the climate of the area is conducive to malaria and all sorts of 
diseases, officials said that the antimalaria seasures to be taken would result in 
a significant reduction next year. 


20,000 Malaria Cases in 9 Months 


According to information received from the authorities, more than 10 “malaria 
blood test" centers were opened in Adana this year and all citizens were tested 
for malaria. During the first 9 months between January and September 1981, a 
total of 135,092 persons were administered blood tests of which 20,874 were malar- 
ial and these were given medications. Food sent by the World Health Organization 
was also distributed. In 1980, 12,500 cases of malaria were found in the 110,179 
persons receiving blood tests. Distribution by month for the first 9 months of 
1980 and 1981 of blood tests administered and malaria incidence is as follows: 


Blood Tests Malaria Cases 

1980 198i 1980 §=61981 
January 5,174 4,987 146 171 
February 2,263 4,538 310 345 
March 2,957 5,104 692? 854 
April 12,228 12,918 1,523 1,567 
May 16 , 564 16,271 1,830 2,343 
June 17,770 23,444 1,876 4,036 
July 23,952 25,628 2,260 5,319 
August 13,857 25,077 1,958 4,483 
September 14,834 17,125 1,925 1,756 
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Urban Spraying 


Meanwhile, urban spraying for mosquitoes and flies continues by teams from the 
municipality and the regional malaria indication office. There are 64 personnel 
assigned to 10 teams combatting malaria in the disease-infested areas. Old dams 
are the culprit in worst affected areas of Adana. Boats are used for regular 
disinfestation of the lakes. 


8349 
CSO: 5400/5302 
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VIETNAM 


BRIEFS 


HANOI HEMORRHAGIC FEVER COUNTERMEASURES--From 28 Oct to 18 Nov 81 the Hanoi Sani- 
tation and Preventive Medicine Station, assisted by the Epidemiology Institute 
completed the second phase spraying of insecticide against hemorrhagic fever bearing 
mosquitoes. During this phase, in addition to spraying the four urban wards as in 
the first phase, Hanoi also sprayed in Tu Liem District where there were concentra- 
tions of government agencies, factories and schools. Because of the good quality 
of the insecticide the density of mosquitoes found at check points was markedly 
reduced. The number of hemorrhagic fever victins *dmitted to hospitals for treat- 
ment was reduced to one-third of past admissi..:. [Text] [Hanoi HANOI MOI 

17 Nov 81 p 2] 


NGHIA BINH MALARIA--Nghia Binh Province has succeeded in bringing down the ratio 
of its malaria-contracted people from 0.56 percent in 1980 to 0.5 percent. The 
mountainous districts of Tra Bong, Son Ha and Ba To report that the ratio of 
malaria-contracted population has dropped to 0.43 percent. [Hanoi Domestic 
Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 9 Dec 81] 


CSO: 5400/4527 
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DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


SWINE FEVER CHECKED--Roseau, Dominica, 16 Dec (CANA)--Dominica Government says 

an outbreak of swine fever here has been checked but the Ministry of Agriculture 
has warned pig farmers to refrain from transporting pigs to any other part of 

the island from the diseased northern areas. Agriculture minister, Heskieth 
Alexander, speaking in parliament this week, said that to date a total of 

50 pigs had been slaughtered by officials from his ministry and that the outbreak 
of swine fever had been checked. [FL162329 Bridgetown CANA in English 

2025 GMT 16 Dec 81 FL] 


CSO: 5400/2067 
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BRIEFS 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE HURTS EXPORTS--Thailand will export 300 pigs to Singapore 

in October and more will be shipped out later on. The agreement was reached during 
a talk held recently in Bangkok between Dr Thalerng Thamrongnavasawat, Under-Secre- 
tary of State for Agriculture and Cooperatives and Singapore Under-Secretary of 
State for Agriculture and the Director-General of the Livestock Department. Dr Tha- 
lerng says that Thai livestock in the South suffers from foot-and-mouth disease. 
The Department of Livestock Development has tried to cope with this problem, but 
smuggling has played a role in spreading the disease. The Singapore government 
would buy additional three hundred thousand cattle, pigs and chicken each year if 
Thailand would raise them on Phuket Island, which is considered a foot-and-mouth 
disease free zone. Meanwhile, Mr Burin Hirunburana, Director of the Marketing 
Organization for Farmers discloses that the Singapore government is concerned about 
the import of Thai pigs because Thai pigs sent to that country in the past were 
responsible for the spread of the foot-and-mouth disease in Singapore. He adds 
that Singapore would buy more Thai pigs if Thailand could manage to control the 
disease.[Text] [Bangkok THAILAND NEWS BULLETIN in English 4 Aug 81 p 4] 


CsO: 5400/4531 
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Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 3 Dec 81 p l 


PLANT PROTECTION COMMITTEE MEETS IN DACCA 


[Text] 
CSO: 








BOLIVIA 


CHAPARE COCA CROP AFFECTED BY DISEASE 
Cochambamba LOS TIEMPOS in Spanish 17 Nov 18 7p 7 
[Text] The peasants of Chapare have become concerned about the appearance of a 


disease affecting coca plants called “estalla," which hinders their growth and 
causes the leaves to crack. 





According to reports from Ministry of Agriculture technicians, the disease has 
appeared in a number of regions, where the crops have had to be abandoned and in 
some cases destroyed to prevent the spread of the virus. 


It was learned that the situation is forcing producers of coca to use chemical 
fertilizers, weed killers and fungicides and other high agricultural technology 
chemical products. 


According to the peasants in the region, the name of the disease derives from the 
verb “estallar™ (to break out) because of the resemblance to an explosion of some 
kind leading to the destruction of an object. 


Dozens of peasants in the Mejillones zone and the coastal and other regions have 
abandoned the cultivation of coca because of the existence of the disease. 


Moreover, technicians from the Ministry of Agriculture, the PRODES and other 

bodies working in the Chapare zone have reported that “estalla” may affect a large 
percentage of the coca crop in Chapare and may force the peasants to turn to the 
cultivation of other crops such as papaya, citrus fruits, bananas, yucca, rice, etc. 


However they said that total replacement of the coca crop would be difficult for 
the peasants, because “they have become accustomed to earning the money.” 


The technicians say that there is a possibility that the peasants could eliminate 
the disease by their own efforts or by turning to private agronomical technicians, 
because it is in their interest to improve and “purify” the growing of coca plants. 


It was learned unofficially that at the market center in Zinahota last Sunday, coca 
leaves were being sold at up to 10,000 Bolivian pesos per packet to private persons 
or merchants engaged in drug traffic, while a very limited quantity of the leaf was 
being sold at 4,000 Bolivian pesos at the Office for the Supervision and Controi of 
the Marketing of Coca. 


5157 
CSO: 5400/2049 38 





CHILE 


BRIEFS 
POTATO DISEASE--Chilean agricultural officials have ordered the mandatory control 
of a golden nematode potato disease in the entire country. The nematode disease 


has appeared in the provinces of Parinacota, Loa, Palqui, Limari and (Siete 
Torca). [Santiago Chile Domestic Service in Spanish 1000 GMT 15 Dec 81 PY] 


CSO: 5400/2064 
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JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


MOSQUITO SPRAYING--The Ministry of Health will be continuing its programme of 
aerial spraying against mosquitoes on Saturday, November 21 and Sunday, 

November 22 between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Aerial spraying took 
place last Sunday in Kingston and St Andrew, Portmore, Spanish Town, Morant Bay, 
May Pen and Frankfield. The programme is aimed primarily at killing the adult 
mosquitoes. It has no significant effect on the larvae. Areas to be sprayed on 
Saturday are Kingston and St Andrew, Portmore, Spanish Town, Morant Bay, May Pen 
and Frankfield while on Sunday spraying will be done in Port Antonio, Port Maria, 
Ocho Rios, St Ann's Bay, Falmouth, Montego Bay, Lucea, Negril, Savanna~la-Mar, 
Black River and Santa Cruz. The public is being asked to take precautions during 
the operations by keeping windows and doors opened so as to allow the insecti- 
cide to enter and kill adult mosquitoes, covering all food and drink. Beekeepers 
should protect their bees by covering their hives with wet crocus bag or newspaper. 
The crocus bag should be soaked with water every hour during the operation. 

In the areas scheduled for spraying on Saturday, hives should be covered from 
Friday night and for those on Sunday, hives should be covered from Saturday. 

Fish tanks should be covered with cloth and air pumps turned off. Birds cages 
should also be covered with cloth. During the operation, caution should be taken 
by other aircraft flying in the areas. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in 
English 19 Nov 81 p 1] 


CSO: 5400/7511 
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NEW ZEALAND 





STRIPE RUST AGAIN INFESTS WHEAT CROPS ON BOTH ISLANDS 
Widespread in North Canter bury 
Christchurch THE PRESS in English 9 Nov 81 p 10 
(Excerpt ] ‘ 
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despread in wheal crops in spray 
Nertn Canterbury. This Ges “flat out” im bis district. absolutely certain that it was 


indicated a survey of The reports indicated that rust. 

members t2ten at a meeting the varieties Rongotea. Hil- g i er 
of the agriculture, section meget dp lt, the maximum growth stage 
North Canterbury Federated affected by the rust. oS Se 
Farmers held on Friday in Orowa was one variety thal giving only 
Mr M G. Gould's emarene & 6 Seite Eee about e weeks and 3. 
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to the district Bull jun. said he hoped that tion. Mr K M. Wells. said be 
In the Southbridge district barley was not also suscepti: had heard of wheat being . 
it was said that helicopters die to the disease. reinfected only five days 


had been having “a field Mr C. R. Bayley said that after treatment. ; 
day” on fine days spraying he had seen rust 
affected crops and another barley, but 
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Treatment by Chemicals Slated 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 13 Nov 81 p 3 
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"PRESS Editorial Urges Vigilance 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 10 Nov 81 p 24 


"Stripe Rust Disease” |] 
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North Island Crops Affected 


Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 20 Now 81 p 2 
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"YENI ADANA* REPORTS WHITE FLY INFESTATION 
Health Implications 
Adana YENI ADANA in Turkish 17 Sep 81 ppl, 5 


[Text] White fly, the bane of cotton crops which spreads readily from rural areas 
to the city, is reportedly causing white fly infections in humans. 


According to information obtained from experts by an ANATOLIAN ACENCY correspondent 
white fly infestation was minimal in Adana in 1925, but began to appear widely in 
cotton fields in 1975, causing significant damage to cotton crops. A white fly 
eradication campaign was begun after 1975, preventing their multiplication in the 
area. However, the start of an increase of white fly was seen in the area in early 
1981. 


Why? 


The experts say that the history of white fly which appeared years ago in South 
Africa, the Sudan and some parts of the American Continent and is now extensive in 
these areas is not much different from that in Turkey. They said that the destruc- 
tion of insect ecology in Cukurova in recent years and the failure to clear plant 
debris immediately from fields on which muskmelons and watermelons were raised con- 
tributed to the spread of this infestation, as well as the failure by farmers to 
give proper importance to combatting it. 


Effect on Human Health 


Health experts point out that white flies which have recently spread to the cities, 
making their way even into the kitchens, carry germs like any other vermin and, for 
this reason, will certainly have negative effects on human health, contributing 
especially to pulmonary infections. They said that food must be protected from 
this pest. 


Soy Crop Infestation 


Adana YENI ADANA in Turkish 18 Sep 81 pp l, 5 


[Text] Inspections conducted during the week by the regional pest control and 
quarantine office revealed that white flies, unable to find food in the seasonal 
cotton fields now being harvested, are shifting heavily to the late cotton crops 
which are still green. 


45 











Authorities said that aerial spraying would be done during the week because of 
increased white fly density in cotton fields and also that a slight increxzse had 
been observed in green worms and red spiders. 


White Fly Increase in Soybeans Continues 


The pest control and quarantine office authorities said that white fly density in 
soybeans was continuing to increase, but that regional soy crops had no problexz 
with red spiders, green worms and cotton leaf worms. 


The release of parasites and predators in citrus orchards and the rust mite and red 
spider campaign continue. 


Late Cotton Affected 
Adana YENI ADANA in Turkish 24 Sep 81 p 2 


[Text] MEDITERRANEAN NEWS ACENCY -- White fly infestation of cotton crops in 
Cukurova is steadily increasing and pest control is in progress on late crops, it 
was learned. 


An announcement by the Adana regional pest control and quarantine orfice first 
[stated] that harvest of dry cotton is ending and the harvest of irrigated fields 
is wicely in progress. Inspections made in this connection revealed an increase in 
white fly density in seasonal cotton crops where harvest had begun. However, white 
fiy adults were found to be shifting to the surrounding late cotton crops which are 
still green and under cultivation. It is requested for this reason that pesticide 
applications continue for a while longer in the locations deemed necessary among 
late cotton crops. It is noted also that control of red [as published] in cotton 
is getting under way. 


Authorities point out that with no pests of problematic dimen ons seen in soy- 
beans as they begin to be harvested in various places, control measures are ending 
and [say] that the release of mealybug parasites and predators continues in citrus 
orchards, as does the control campaign against rust mite and red spider. 


8349 
CSO: 5400/5302 
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VIETHAM 


LEAF HOPPER INFESTATION; HOG DISEAS= EPIDEMIC NOTED 


BK111458 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GMT 11 Dec 81 


[Review of agricultural news for the past 10 days] 


[Summary] Northern provinces have completed the harvest of the l0th-month rice with a 
relatively high yield in most places. “Southern provinces and cities have harvested 

more than 20 percent of their lOth-month rice area. Gia Lai-CongTum and Dac Lac Provinces 
have taken the lead, harvesting more than 70 percent of cheir areas. Quang Nam-Danang 

and Minh Hai Provinces have harvested more than 50 and 40 percent of their rice srea, 
respectively. The rice yield in these localities is more than 20 quintals per hectare.” 


After completing the harvest work, northern provinces and cities have concentrated 
their efforts on the Sth-month spring crops. As of early December these localities 
had slowed almost 500.000 ha of ricefields -- over 4,000 ha more than the same period 
last year -- and had sown more than 60,000 ha of rice seedlings. 


"Noteworthy is the appearance of harmful insects and brown leafhoppers on areas of 
the sown Sth-month spring rice seedlings. Locaiities must promptly eliminate the 
insects and limit their expansion in order to save ricefields from being ravaged.” 


The weather this year has been cold and dry, which is favorable for tractors to work 
in the fields. However, fewer areas are plowed because the expanse of using tractors 
is too high and many cowperatives cannot afford to do so. 


To date oniy more than 4 million tons of organic fertilizer have been reserved, tens of 
thousands of toms less than the same period last year. Northern provinces have grown 
duckweed on only 4,000 ha about 10,000 less than last year. Wit’, che fertilizer 
available, only 4 tons on the average can be applied per hectare at best. Localities 
must therefore strive to grow more duckweed. 


“any southern provinces and citics have planted winter-spring rice, including Tien 
Clang, Long An, Haw Clang and provinces in the former fifth zone. Phu Khanh Province 
has planted more than 25,000 ha, achieving 70 percent of its plan norm.” 


The recent floods, flash floods and prolonged rainfalls have damaged more than 1,000 
tons of seeds and about 1,000 hectares of rice in various localities. The agricultural! 
material supply sector has promptly delivered new seeds and fertilizer to the damaged 
areas to help peasants accelerate their work to offset the losses. 


“Concerning the winter-«pring vegetable, subsidiary and industrial crops, as of 


early December northern provinces and cities had planted more than 240,000 ha. However, 
this was less than the same period last year.” 
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The winter crop planting is over. Localities now should pay attention to planting 
spring vegetable and subsidiary crops. “Over the past 10 days localities planted 
an additional of 20,000 ha, mostly sweet potatoes, beans and vegetables.” 


Along with harvesting the 10-month rice and planting winter-spring rice, southerm pro- 
vinces and cities have planted almost 30,000 ha cf vegetables and subsidiary and 
industrial crops. They are now striving to fulfill their planned areas. 


In regard to animal husbandry, according to statistics as of 1 October, the hog population 
in northern provinces had increased by 4 percent, and from 16 to 22 percent in southern 
provinces. “Noteworthy is the spread of epidemics in a number of localities which have 
killed tens of thousands of pigs. Various provinces are trying to eliminate this epidemic 
to save hogs and cattle.” 


In the days ahead localities must concentrate their efforts on carrying out the following 
tasks satisfactorily. 


Northern provinces must accelerate the sowing of winter-spring rice seedlings, formulate 
concrete plans for dry and wet plowing, promptly improve various irrigation systems to 
provide sufficient water for the 5th-month spring rice, quickly complete the vegetable 
and subsidiary crops planned areas and strive to eliminate the current epidemic to save 
hogs and cattle, especially during the cold season. 


Southern provinces must quickly harvest the 10th-month rice and complete the planting 
of the winter-spring rice and subsidiary crops according to schedule. 


cso: 5400/2063 
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VIETNAM 


BRIEFS 


SRV INSECT REVAGE--The Agriculture Ministry's plant protection department has re- 
ported that in the recent days rice plants and rice seedlings in some parts of 
northern and central Vietnam have been affected by stem borers, leaf folders, and 
planthoppers. Meanwhile, rice thrips, brown planthoppers, green leafhoppers and 
brown spot disease have ravaged the winter-spring rice in Nam Bo Province. Leaf 
eating caterpillars are also ravaging soybeans and potatoes in Hai Hung and other 
areas. Striped flea beetles and black cutworms continue to ravage the winter vege- 
table crop. In order to minimize the ravage by harmful insects and plant diseases, 
the localities, in the coming period, must intensify their check on the crops for 
harmful insects and plant diseases and promptly apply measures to control then. 
They must also secure additional crop protection materials and consolidate the plant 
protection teams of the cooperatives and production collectives so that control 
against plant diseases and harmful insects can be carried out effectively, espec- 
ially against those which are likely to develop vigorously in December [Hanoi Do- 
mestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 20 Nov 81 OW] 


CUU LONG PESTS--Some 10 percent of the 10th-month rice area in Cuu Long Province 
has been infested with stem borers and leaf rollers since late October. Faced with 
this situation, the provincial agriculture sector has dispatched cadres along with 
additional insecticide to various localities to help the peasants detect and elim- 
inate these insects. [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 21 Nov 81 BK] 


CSO: 5400/4523 END 


49 





OOOO OOOO EEE ee 


END OF 
FICHE 








DATE FILMED 
6 Ow llEK 





